a private, Christian center for education

"True Christian education is not a negative thing; it is not a matter of isolating
the student from the full scope of knowledge. Isolating the student from large
sections of human knowledge is not the basis of a Christian education. Rather
it is giving him or her the framework for total truth, rooted in the Creator's existence and in the Bible's teaching, so that in each step of the formal learning
process the student will understand what is true and what is false and why it is
true or false. It is giving them the tools to open the doors to all human
knowledge, within the Christian framework, so they will know what is truth and
what is untruth, so they can keep learning as long as they live, and so they
can enjoy, really enjoy, wrestling through field after field of knowledge. That is
what an educated person is.”
-Francis Schaeffer

updated January, 2017

What is L’Abris?
L’Abris (pronounced lah  bree) is a French word meaning shelter, refuge,
asylum, security or shield. In a world crammed with vile language and behavior, your child may find shelter at L’Abris.
In a world where children are taught that they are cosmic accidents and
that even their greatest thoughts and passions can be reduced to mere
molecules interacting in their brain, your child may find refuge at L’Abris.
In a world where children are stupefied in the day-to-day administrative
grind of a system trying to live up to unproven government policies, you can
give your children the security of a sound education at L’Abris. We do not
propose to teach children ten better ways to dance, or how to get along
with sin, or how to be the best high-school athletes they can be. Instead, we
focus on the fundamentals of sound education: Language, Math, History
and the Sciences. In an economy where hundreds of thousands of people
with standard educations are being laid off, can you afford not to give your
children a solid education backed by a firm grasp of character?
Finally, we believe that there is no more fundamental an education than
a healthy and balanced fear of the Lord. We recognize that as the parents
you are given the command to “raise your children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” We promise to teach your child to respect and fear
the Lord and His ways. There is no greater shield against the world’s onslaughts than to be under the protecting over-watch of Yahweh Magen, the
Lord our Shield (Psalm 3:3; 18:2, 30). We will do our best to make sure your
children choose His rule and place themselves in the shelter of His kingdom.
Serving Him,
Pastor Kevin & Lynn Pauley
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General Information and Policies
•

School hours:

Monday-Thursday: 8:15 AM – 3:00 PM
Occasionally, we may go all day on Friday to make up for a holiday or
snow day. A school calendar will be given to each parent at the time of
enrollment. This calendar is also available on the school’s website.
All students are expected to arrive by 8:10 AM. Students not present by
8:15 will receive a detention (even if the parent is to blame). The only ex
ceptions are car failure or medical emergencies.
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Weather cancellations: If the Mercer County school district cancels due to weather, we
cancel as well.
Our school year is divided into 2 semesters with each semester containing two quarters. At
the end of the first quarter, we take one week off for our fall break. The second quarter
ends at the Christmas break. At the end of the third quarter, we take one week off for
spring break. Of course, we break for the summer at the end of the fourth quarter.
No student will be retained in enrollment who is absent more than 20% of the school days
unless for documented medical reasons. I feel that it is important to obey the laws of the
land as commanded by our Lord and do not want parents to use the private school as a
way to circumvent those laws. The state of Illinois requires that all children between the ages of 7 and 16 attend school.
All absences must be excused. If your child is absent, please do one of the following:
• send an email to clpauley@mediacombb.net
• use the contact form on the school website
• call the church office: 582-7406
• text 309.331.3784 (Mrs. Pauley’s cell)
• send a note with another sibling
A student is considered truant if contact with the school is not made within 2 hours of school
starting. The state of Illinois defines chronic truancy as a child who misses more than 10% of
the school days. Chronic truancy will be reported.
There is an administrative fee of $100 a year which helps pay for copy and printing costs, insurance, pens, cleaning supplies, bathroom supplies, etc.
Tuition is $1,100/yr., with a maximum tuition of $2,550/yr. per family.
Payments are due the first of each month. If payment has not been received by the 15th of
the month, a $25 late fee will be charged to your account. A student may not be allowed
to return to school if your account becomes more than 60 days behind. All checks should
be made payable to Lynn Pauley.
Account balances are available on the parent portal at labris.quickschools.com.
Book fees vary per student according to the subjects taken. Generally, elementary and junior high subjects are $75 each and high school subjects are $90 each. Upon registration and
enrollment, I will discuss book fees with each parent. Book fees can be paid at once, or with
25% down, the balance can be added to the tuition and included in the monthly payments. Students who work at a faster rate may be placed on enrichment curriculum upon
completion of their regular grade level work. Fees for enrichment courses will be added as
needed.
I try to keep the rules simple and only create rules when it becomes necessary to do so. At
school, the primary mode of punishment for a rule infraction is removal of recess or privileges, and/or physical exercise. When a student repeatedly breaks a rule, the parents will be
notified. I trust each parent to deal with their own children however they see fit. I do not
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and will not use corporal punishment at school. (I believe that only a parent should administer corporal punishment to a child at their own discretion.)
As the parent, you are responsible for any damage to the facilities of Community Bible Fellowship committed by your child, even if done accidentally.
I like to plan an outing for our students 2-3 times a year, either for educational purposes, for
fun, or both. All parents will be notified of these outings and will need to sign forms giving
me permission to take their children on these trips. Also, I always need extra vehicles and
chaperones on outings, so if you can help, I would certainly appreciate it.
Each child that does not use the school lunch program is responsible to bring his/her own
lunch. Students are allowed to use the church’s microwaves and oven. Lunches that need
refrigeration may be stored in the refrigerator. I do not allow sharing of food. This eliminates
any concerns for me about food allergies. The obvious exception would be if a parent
sends a large dish for all of their children. I expect the oldest child to be responsible for the
distribution of the food for his/her family. Our lunch break begins at 11:30 AM.
Each student may keep one water bottle or other closed drink container at their desk.
There is a water fountain in the foyer where water bottles can be refilled.
At the close of each school day, all students are expected to help with chores. Each day,
we clean the bathrooms, the kitchen, vacuum, wipe down desks, empty garbage, etc. A
chore list is posted weekly and each student is required to help. Not only is this simply the
right thing to do, it also helps build character in our students.
All students are required to attend PE class four times a week (Mon-Thurs). The PE class is led
by Pastor Pauley and/or an older high school student under his direction.
At this time, we cannot offer instruction in music/band. I would encourage parents to pursue private instruction in this area. A good source for locally available music instructors
would be the musicians at your local church.
We are intentionally a small, private school. We chose to be very selective in accepting students. We do not advertise, and do not accept all who apply. We reserve the right to accept only students we choose at our discretion. We reserve the right to dismiss any student
who promotes a negative attitude at school or who speaks negatively about the school.
We only want students who want to be here.

This handbook has been prepared to answer many questions regarding an education at
L’Abris. Feel free to contact me with any additional questions.
Lynn Pauley
website: labrisacademy.org
email: clpauley@mediacombb.net
church phone (daytime): 582-7406
home phone (evening): 582-5782
cell phone: 309-331-3784
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Rules
Repeated violation of rules will be grounds for expulsion.
•
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Absolutely no swearing or foul language.
No name calling or taunting of other students. We realize that some children have nicknames. We are not referring to that. We are referring to the harmful, cruel names or terms
that are used to belittle or mock another person.
No use of illegal drugs, alcohol or tobacco. This includes substance abuse outside of school.
This type of behavior will be grounds for immediate expulsion.
No disrespect shown to a teacher, a volunteer or another student, either in front of that person, or behind their backs to other students.
Gossiping will not be tolerated. I will not allow a few students to stand off to the side and
whisper constantly. Even if they are not gossiping, it certainly gives the appearance of
wrong-doing. Girls are particularly prone to this kind of behavior, so parents, please speak
to your children so I won’t need to deal with it here at school.
While the attraction to the opposite sex is natural, students are not allowed to pair off while
at school. I respect each family’s right to establish their own rules for dating, but school is
not the place for dating. If an attraction to a boy or girl begins to cause problems of any
kind at school (distraction from work or relationships with other students), I will contact the
parents and discuss ways to resolve the problem.
Students are expected to abide by biblical principles of sexual abstinence. Disciplinary
measures (including expulsion) will be taken against students known to be sexually active.
Cell phones and/or tablets seem to be an appendage to most children today. I only allow
access to cell phones/tablets during recess time or free time. All students are assigned a
place to put their cell phones during class time. If a student does not turn in their phone as
required, it will be confiscated and a parent/guardian must come see me to get it back.
The only computers students may use are those in the classroom. There are a few other
computers in the building that are the property of CBF. Students are not allowed to use
those computers. Students are allowed to bring a personal laptop but only the owner of the
laptop may use it.
No sharing of food, candy, medicine, etc. If a student needs an aspirin or ibuprofen, we will
contact a parent for permission before giving it to any student.
Any items left in the buildings on Fridays may be thrown away. We cannot store food, clothing, personal items, etc., in the church buildings. You are welcome to come in and look for
your student’s belongings. Better yet, teach your student to be responsible by having consequences at home for items not returned.
Students are not allowed to lock doors, even in the bathroom. The individual stalls in the
bathrooms may be locked for privacy. When playing in a classroom, doors are to be kept
open at all times.
Students are to wear the L’Abris uniform at all times, including hoodies or sweatshirts. A current uniform list will be given to each student upon enrollment. Students can wear a longsleeve shirt under a L’Abris T-shirt. No apparel with another school’s logo or name will be
permitted.
Students are not allowed to change out of uniform at school unless required to do so for
work. Parents will need to inform me of this need.
No pj bottoms or lounge pants are permitted at school. This looks sloppy and is not appropriate for school attire.
No flip flops or slip on shoes are permitted. All sandals must have an ankle strap.
All high school students must wear pants with belt loops and wear a belt.
During the winter months, all students are expected to keep slippers (no slip on type) or indoor shoes at school. We ask students to remove outside shoes upon entering the building.
All homework is to be completed as assigned. I ask each of you parents to actually check
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your child’s homework before you sign their homework slips. I also ask that homework be
completed early in the evening, preferably before the students begin playing. Leaving work
till just before bedtime is never a good idea.
All students need to keep up with their supplies: pencils, erasers, paper, etc. While I certainly
appreciate the generosity of some students who are quick to share their supplies with others, it is not appropriate for a student to just assume that someone else will constantly provide for him/her. Please check often with your child to see if pencils, erasers or paper are
needed.
All classroom procedures are to be obeyed as given. We have specific procedures we follow to help make our place of learning function as smoothly as possible. If your child is deliberately being disruptive, he/she will be warned and you will be notified of the problem. I
ask that you help me by correcting any disruptive behavior as soon as possible.
I (or my husband) reserve the right to check purses, bags, bookbags, etc, any time we feel
the need to do so. We reserve the right to confiscate any item we deem necessary. All confiscated items will be returned to the parent or guardian.
A student may be expelled for negative or derogatory comments about the school. Negativity is a nasty, infectious trait that we do not want here at L’Abris. If a student doesn’t want
to be here, that student needs to leave and attend school elsewhere.
A student will be suspended for repeated offenses. A student may be immediately suspended if defiant or uncooperative. I reserve the right to suspend any student as I see fit. I
have always tried to be as fair as humanly possible, but if you do not trust my judgment,
please do not enroll your child.
If we must face the unfortunate task of expelling a student from L’Abris, no refund of fees or
tuition will be given. No school work materials will be given.
If a student voluntarily transfers from L’Abris, no refund of fees or tuition will be given.
A student who withdraws from L’Abris may not return in the future. This is to stop a student
from randomly transferring back and forth. We only want students committed to L’Abris values.
Final report cards and/or transcripts may not be issued if there is a balance owing on a student’s account.

L’Abris is not a reform school. We look for students of positive character who desire to learn in a
Christian environment. All students are expected to behave in a Christ-like manner both in and
out of the classroom.
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High School Graduation Requirements
State of Illinois high school graduation requirements as of 2008-2009: 14 credits (new standards
currently in effect):
4 years of language arts;
2 years of writing-intensive courses, one year of which must be offered as an English language arts course and may be counted toward meeting one year of the four-year English language arts requirement. The writing courses may be counted toward the fulfillment of other state graduation requirements, when applicable, if writing-intensive content is provided in a subject area other than English language arts;
3 years of mathematics, one of which must be Algebra 1 and one of which must include
geometry content;
2 years of science;
2 years of social studies, of which at least one year must be the history of the United States
or a combination of the history of the United States and American government; and
1 year chosen from any of the following:
o art;
o music;
o foreign language, which shall include American Sign Language; and
o vocational education.
L’Abris high school graduation requirements: 30 credits
4 years of mathematics (1 year may be an alternative math such as Business Math or Accounting)
4 years of language arts, primary focus is English grammar
2 years of literature/writing
4 years of history and/or social studies
4 years of science
1 year of etymology
11 electives (4 must be Bible electives—1 each year)
Four types of transcripts will be issued: special education, vocational, general, college prep
special ed:
this certificate is for the student who is unable to do Algebra I; most students with learning disabilities can at least achieve a vocational diploma;
only recommended for the student with severe learning disabilities; warning—some employers will not accept a special ed diploma
vocational:
this diploma is recommended for students who have learning disabilities or
have only met the state standard of Algebra 1 in math; for the student
who meets the state requirements for graduation but unable to meet
L’Abris requirements; the student will most likely not be going to college
general:
this diploma is for students with no more than 5 remedial credits; this student will meet L’Abris graduation requirement; the student will likely be accepted into most college programs
college prep:
this diploma is for students with no remedial credits and trigonometry/precalculus; this student will meet all L’Abris graduation requirements; the student will most do very well in college
The 19 core subjects required for graduation are listed on the next page. These requirements
apply to students wishing to receive a general or college prep transcript. For a general transcript, 14 of the core subjects must be taken, with no more than 1 remedial credit per subject
area. For a college prep transcript, all 19 core subjects must be taken. The student must also
chose at least 9 electives from the elective list. The elective list is not comprehensive; if a stu7

dent is interested in an elective not on the list, chances are we can locate that course from
one of our many suppliers.
We use many different curricula here at L’Abris. The reason is that there is no one perfect curriculum out there. We choose from different publishers to give our students the best education
possible and to meet the individual needs of each student. We are constantly evaluating curriculum and making changes whenever we find the need for improvement. From time to time,
we will use the resources of others adults (such as retired teachers) to help teach concepts to
our students. We expect students to show these volunteers courtesy and respect.
For high school students:
Core Subjects:
Algebra I
Algebra II
Geometry
Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus
English I
English II
English III
English IV
Biology
Physical Science
Chemistry
Physics
World Geography
US History
World History
US Civics/Economics
Etymology
Apologetics/Logic
British Literature/American Literature
General Literature/Biographies
Essentials of Communication/Composition
Collectivism/Constitution
Pre-Algebra

Sample Electives (1 credit courses):
Business Math
Accounting
General Business
NT Survey
OT Survey
NT Church History
Life of Christ
Christian Growth/Missions
Advanced Art
Computer Skills I
Computer Skills II
Studies in Proverbs
Biblical Principles for Living
Home Economics
Horticulture
Auto Mechanics
Home Repair
Language studies
Beginning Woodwork
Keyboarding
Computer Repair
Residential Wiring
Financial Record Keeping
Carpentry
Early Childhood Development
Zoology

Sample Electives (1/2 credit courses):
Geology
Music
Astronomy
Speech
Nutrition
Health
Life Science
Anthropology
Computer Basics
Car Care
Critical Thinking
Creative Storytelling

Other electives are also available. These are
simply the courses requested and offered so
far.
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